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Open minutes of an ordinary meeting of the Kāwhia Community Board held at the Kāwhia Community 
Meeting Room, Jervois Street, Kāwhia on Friday, 26 August 2022 commencing at 1.00pm. 

Tanya Winter   
CHIEF EXECUTIVE  30 August 2022 

   

ORDER OF BUSINESS 
 

Apologies 3 

Late items 3 

Confirmation of order of meeting 3 

Declaration of conflicts of interest 3 

Public forum 3 

Deputation 4 

Confirmation of minutes – Kāwhia Community Board – 27 May 2022 4 

Chairperson’s verbal report 4 

Board members’ verbal updates 5 

General business 5 
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APOLOGIES 

Two apologies were received prior to the meeting. 

RESOLVED: That the Kāwhia Community Board receive and accept the apologies from Board Members 
Hinga Whiu and Ken Briggs for non-attendance. 

Councillor Jeffries | Board Member Good 

 

LATE ITEMS 

There were no late items. 

 

CONFIRMATION OF ORDER OF MEETING 

No changes to the order paper were required. 

 

DECLARATION OF CONFLICTS OF INTEREST 

No conflicts of interest were declared. 

 

PUBLIC FORUM 

Rod Barnett and Peter Marquand – Karewa Leaseholders Association 

Mr Barnett spoke on the Karewa leases and the large increases resulting from the new cycle of rental 
assessments. He stated the leaseholders were re-considering their ability to stay in Kāwhia.  

Mr Marquand read a prepared statement which outlined the rental assessment process and the impact 
on the leaseholders. 

Mr Barnett requested a letter of support from the Board to assist in the negotiations.  

Hinga Ormsby- Māori Women’s Welfare League 

Ms Ormsby advised the League had used the Kāwhia Community Hall and there was no zip for hot water 
or heaters so the attendees were cold. She queried if the Board could raise the matter with the Hall 
Committee and consider a Board grant if required. 
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DEPUTATION 

Susan Turner, Chairperson of Te Runanganui o Ngāti Hikairo 

Ms Turner provided a handout of her presentation. She commented that as mana whenua, Ngāti Hikairo 
ki Kāwhia had no relationship with the Board. To begin building the relationship, she outlined the 
background, demographics, and vision of Ngāti Hikairo. Ms Turner spoke on their collaboration with 
Ōtorohanga District Council and desire for a closer relationship with the Board. 

Ms Turner and Chairperson Walsh discussed his comments made at the May meeting in relation to Te 
Papa o Karewa and subsequent correspondence. Ms Turner noted she considered the matter settled. 

 

CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES – KĀWHIA COMMUNITY BOARD – 27 MAY 2022 

RESOLVED: That the open minutes of the Kāwhia Community Board meeting held on 27 May 2022, having 
been circulated, be taken as read and confirmed as a true and correct record of that meeting. 

Councillor Jeffries | Chairperson Walsh 

Matters arising 

In response to a query, Council’s Group Manager Engineering & Assets, M Lewis advised the temporary 
structure had been installed to support the limb of Te Papa o Karewa. Discussions were continuing in 
relation to both funding for the structure and changes or realignment of the footpath. 

 

CHAIRPERSON’S VERBAL REPORT 

Chairperson, D Walsh spoke on the loss of the Sports Club due to fire. He advised confirmation had been 
received from the insurance company and plans were being developed for a replacement facility. In 
response to a query, he confirmed the plans would be consulted on with Club members.  

Mr Walsh expressed concern for the lease holders who presented in the public forum. He commented on 
the impact of rising prices and noted the town was still quiet with day travellers who weren’t staying. 

RESOLVED: That the Chairperson’s verbal report be received. 

Councillor Jeffries | Board Member Good 
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BOARD MEMBERS’ VERBAL UPDATES 

Board Member Good thanked the members of the public who presented in the public forum and 
deputation. He noted the employment opportunities arising from the soon to be opened Kāwhia Sands. 
Mr Good expressed concern following the incident where commercial fishermen had their tyres slashed 
and experienced intimidating behaviour. He noted the stories circulating within the community about 
illegal fishing and advised the fishermen’s GPS navigation system did not support this rumour.  

Mr Good spoke on wider safety concerns noting the drug problem within the community. Council’s Chief 
Executive, T Winter indicated a Council team would be available to assist with a community conversation 
on community safety. 

Councillor Jeffries congratulated the other Board members on their unopposed re-election. He 
acknowledged the Kāwhia town concept plan project which was scheduled to commence in 2023.  

Mr Jeffries had attended both Council and the Risk and Assurance Committee meetings as well as the 
Better Off Funding workshop noting the workshop had good iwi representation. He had also attended 
Ōtorohanga town concept plan sessions and an Ōtorohanga security meeting of local business owners. 

 

GENERAL BUSINESS 

Council staff provided updates on various matters raised by the Board and members of the public present. 
Members of the public are not normally accorded this opporunity however as this was the first meeting 
held in Kāwhia township for 2022, an exception was made. All other meetings had been held via the Zoom 
meeting platform and livestreamed to YouTube where feasible.  

Water services 

Council’s Group Manager Engineering & Assets, M Lewis advised a formal report will be presented to the 
Board at the September meeting. He noted the upgrade of the water treatment plant’s pressure filter was 
almost completed and most of the water meters had been installed.  

He spoke on the leaks discovered, the process for the remaining water meter installation and confirmed 
Council would still look to apply water restrictions over the summer period.  

Mr Lewis confirmed the bulk water main contract, in association with Waipā District Council, had been let 
to CAMEX. The contract included a 2.4 kilometre replacement in Kāwhia. The design process was 
underway, and it was noted there were some culturally significant sites in the proposed area which were 
being discussed with Ngāti Hikairo.  
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Transportation network 

Mr Lewis confirmed the footpath project was in the 2022/23 financial year but would commence over the 
summer period when conditions were suitable. He advised staff were considering options for the removal 
of pine needles which members of the public had undertaken to remove from roads by shovelling it off. 

He agreed to discuss with Waka Kotahi the litter in the water tables on State Highways 31 and 29 which 
are supposed to be regularly cleared but appeared to be untouched for several months. 

Aotea seawall 

Mr Lewis advised a structural engineer had been engaged noting there were two components of the work: 
the physical structure and the effect of that structure on the environment. He was expecting the draft 
report in approximately six weeks. The report would then be analysed and considered by Council staff. 

Fire hydrants 

Mr Lewis confirmed any requirements for fire hydrants and other fire safety measures for the rebuilt 
Sports Club would be included in the design process. He agreed to commence discussions on a proposal 
for a possible fire hydrant near the Aotea playground with the community.  

Kāwhia Community Hall 

Council’s Finance Manager, B O’Callaghan confirmed the Hall was owned by Ōtorohanga District Council 
but managed by a Hall Committee. The concerns raised at the meeting would be discussed with the 
Committee however Council’s Chief Executive, T Winter encouraged community members to speak 
directly to the Committee if they had any concerns. 

Rates rebates 

Mr O’Callaghan noted the discount for low income ratepayers could be applied for at any time throughout 
the year. He indicated that after the local government elections in October a staff member would visit 
Kāwhia to assist ratepayers who needed help with their application.  

 

There being no further business, the Chairperson declared the meeting closed at 2.28pm. 
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