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Phone Number: 
Home                                             Mobile Work 

 
 

 
  

 
To qualify for the Special Owner Policy Classification the dog’s owner must meet the following           
criteria.  If your application has been granted you will receive a reduction in registration costs.   
 
  Special Owner Policy Classification  
 Dog Owners who consider they qualify for a reduction in registration cost under the 
 Special Owner Policy Classification will need to comply with the following requirements: 
 
Urban Dog owners registering their dog for the first time in the District 
 
 Must have a fully fenced section and comply with fencing criteria (printed on reverse side of 

form). OR have an alternative means of keeping your dog(s) on your property at all times. 
 
Owners that have had dogs in the past or applying after they have registered their dog must meet 
the following criteria: 
 
 Have not been the subject of justified complaints or successful prosecutions within the        

previous 2 Years. 
 Have not had a dog impounded within previous 2 Years. 
 Meet Fencing Criteria (see reverse side of form) OR have an alternative means of keeping 

your dog(s) on your property at all times. 
 
 
A property inspection is required to be carried out by the Dog Control Officer before approval of the    
Special Owner Policy Classification is granted or declined. 
 
If you have read and understood the above conditions and believe you qualify for the  Special Owner 
Policy Classification please complete the form below and return it to this office before 1 May.  Any 
forms received after this date will not take effect until 1 July the following year.   

Name(s) and Description of Dog(s) 

Signed Date 

APPLICATION FOR SPECIAL OWNER POLICY 
CLASSIFICATION 

              Name                               Colour                             Breed                                       Age 

(Urban Areas Only) 



FENCING CRITERIA 
 
 
To qualify for the Special Owner Policy Classification the dog owner’s property will need to have 
fencing which meets the following criteria: 
 
1. Fences must be of a sufficient height to prevent the dog(s) jumping over.  As a guide, a     

minimum height of 1.5 metres above ground level (inside the property) may be sufficient for 
standard breeds, while 0.8 metres may be sufficient for miniature breeds. 

 
2. Area of fenced section is to be no less than 200m² or 100m² for miniature breeds. 
 
3. Every gate or door in the fence shall be kept closed while not in use. 
 
4. Every gate or door in the fence shall be fitted with a latching device. 
 
5. The Fencing shall be constructed with permanent materials and in such a manner that will  

prevent the dog(s) from digging under or passing through any part of the fence. 
 
6. The fencing shall be constructed in such a manner that will prevent the dog(s) from being able 

to put its/their head(s) through any gap or other opening in the fence.  This section shall only 
apply in respect of those parts of the fencing which border any public place, private way or 
other private property. 

 
7. Owners must notify Council of any change of address and if moving to a fenced property, will 

need to re-apply.  Forms for making a new application are available from the Council Office. 

 
For Office use only 
           Approved 
Application for the Special Owner Scheme                                    
 Declined 
 
 
Signed                                              Animal Control Officer  
   
 
 
Dated                      

 
OR 

 
Have an alternative means of keeping your dog inside your property for example:- 
 
Kennel & Cage/Run 
This will allow the dog to be safely contained without danger of entanglement or slipping out of his/
her collar.  (The run should be proportional to the needs of each dog) 
 
Running Wire 
A strong wire should be set up with the dog’s chain attached to the wire through a swivel.  A limiting 
device needs to be used on each end of the wire to prevent the dog from becoming entangled. 
 
NEVER secure your dog to a raised area such as a deck or terrace, or next to a fence.  If the dog 
jumps off the side or over the railings strangulation is likely to occur. 
 

Whichever method you choose, remember that your dog requires regular time-out for toilet and    
exercise and fresh water made available at all times. 


